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- but keep [up heart — I hope that our troubles are nearly over.    I saw John Beatty in Norfolk.
God bless and protect you, my own darling Muddy. I showed your letter to Blmira, and she says " it is such a darling precious letter that she loves you for it already."
Your oivn J3ddy.
Don't forget to write immediately to Philadelphia so that your letter will be there when I arrive.
The papers here are praising me to death — and I have , been received everywhere with enthusiasm. Be sure and preserve all the printed scraps I have] eent you and keep Up my file of the Literary World.1
It has been stated that a disagreement arose between Poe and Mrs. Shelton in consequence of her expressed intention of keeping control of her property, and that he refused to give up her letters to him iinless she would first surrender his; and this circumstance is alleged to be the basis of the scandalous story still circulated respecting Poe's levying blackmail on a woman and being beaten by her brother. Of the truth of this at any time in his life, there is no indication. Neither is there any evidence that any difference arose between, the two at all. Poe is said to have himself written to Mrs. Clemm that the ceremony was fixed for October IT.3 On any other supposition than that a praoti-<?al engagement still existed, it is inexplicable that Poe's .death Mrs. Shelton should have gone
J*oar to Mr&, Olemm, MS.} where bracketed, MS. copy.I start, but there is np telling. Give my dearest love to Mrs. L. My poor poor Muddy I am still unable to send you even one ad
